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Dearly beloved,

Greetings to you. At the outset let me thank God for all the blessings and
submit ourselves at thy feet. As we are saying good bye to 2024, I would
like to discuss about the birth of Christ and the related events. The birth of
Christ is clearly mentioned in the book of St. Mathew in detail, specially the
geneology. Mathew’s design is to present Jesus as the king of the Jews, the
long awaited Messiah. Through a carefully selected series of Old Testament
quotations, Mathew documents Jesus Christ’s claim to be Messiah. His
genealogy, baptism, messages and miracles all point to the inescapable
conclusion: Christ is the king. Even in His death, seeming defeat is turned
to victory by the Ressurection, and the message again echoes forth: the king
of Jews lives.

About the author of this gospel, the early church uniformly attributed this
gospel to St. Mathew, and no tradition to the contrary ever emerged. This
book was known early and accepted quickly. In his ecclesiastical history (A
D 323), Eusebius quoted a statement by Papias (¢ A D 140) that Mathew
wrote “logia”(sayings) in Aramaic. No Aramaic gospel of Mathew has been
found and it is evident that Mathew is not a Greek translation of an Aramaic
original. Some believe that Mathew wrote an abbreviated version of Jesus’
sayings in Aramaic before writing his gospel in Greek for a larger circle of
readers.

Mathew, son of Alpheus (Mark 2:14), occupied the unpopular post of tax
collector in Capernaum for the Roman Government. As a publican he was
no doubt disliked by his Jewish countrymen. When Jesus called him to the
discipleship (Mt. 9: 9-13, Mark 2:14, Luke 5: 27-28), his quick response
probably meant that he had already been stirred by Jesus’ public preaching.
He gave a grant reception to Jesus in his house so that his associates could
meet Jesus. He was chosen as one of the twelve Apostles, and the last
appearance of his name in the Bible is in Acts !:13. Mathews life from that
point on is veiled in tradition. Regarding the study of Gospel of St. Mathew
and other details will be discussed in the next bulletins.

This month, when we celebrate Christmas, let Christ is be born in your
hearts. Let us pray for that. By wishing you a blessed New Year — 2025.

With Prayers

Very Rev. Cor Episcopos Shaji George.
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40 Years OSSAE-OKR Service Awards :
2 Teachers from Sharjah Sunday School got 40 Years of Sunday
School Teaching Service Award from OSSAE-OKR Nagpur
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ST. GREGORIOS ORTHODOX CHURCH - P, O. BOX 2229, SHARJAH, U.A.E.
Tel. (06) 5669622 (Office) / 5661765 (Vicar) Website : www.gulfparumala.com, e-mail: gulfparumala@gmail.com




