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The Dormition of
HOLY THEOTOKOS

he Dormition of the Mother of God is a great feast in both the Eastern Orthodox and Oriental Orthodox traditions.It celebrates “falling asleep”

(death) of Mary the Theotokos (Mother of God) literally translated as the God bearer.The use of the word dormition expresses the belief that
the Virgin died in a state of spiritual peace. This belief does not rest on any scriptural basis,but it is affirmed by Orthodox sacred
tradition.Dormition narrative was also found in the writings of Pseudo - Dionysius the Areopagite, Pseudo - Cyril of Jerusalem, Jacob of Serug and
also in the writings of Theodosius of Alexandria.These late Sth and 6th century dormition narratives come from different communions with the basic
idea being that the Virgin Mary blissfully rested and her soul was received by her son Jesus Christ According to later traditions,Mary having spent
her life after Pentecost supporting and serving the Nascent Church.She was living in the house of the Apostle John in
Jerusalem when the archangel revealed to her that death would occur three days later.The apostles who scattered throughout the world,are said to be
miraculously transported to be by her side when she died.The sole exception was Thomas who was preaching in India,he has said to have ascend in
a cloud above her tomb exactly three days after her death to have seen her body leaving to heaven.He asked her “Where are you going?”” She took
off her girdle and gave it to him saying? “Receive this my friend” after which she disappeared (Dormition(Keemesis) of Theotokos - Life of Virgin
Mary, The Theotokos) Thomas was taken to his fellow apostles whom he had asked to see her grave so that he could bid his goodbye. Mary had
been buried in Gethsemane according to her request. When they arrived at the Grave her body was gone leaving a sweet fragrance,it is believed that
Jesus took her body to heaven. (This theme is being reflected in the Promeon - Sedro of the Feast).(Ware
Achimandate Kallistos,Mary Mother 1984. The Festal Menaion London Faber and Faber P,64) The services of the feast
repeat the main theme that the Theotokos has passed over into heavenly joy into divine gladness and unending delight of the
Kingdom of Heaven.

Spiritual Message

1.Do not need to be afraid of death As seen in the icon of Dormition,his body lies in a state of peace.The event itself gives us
an indication that our death is an entrance into life itself (1 Thessalonians 4:13,1 Corinthians 15:55-57,Hebrews 2:14-15).St
John of Damascus called the death of Theotokos “The deathless death” because his physical death resulted in a transition
into eternal life. The dormition of the Theotokos confirms the reality of the transformation of death from a fearful enemy _ bty
into a joyous passage to eternal life . S

2.We will have a bodily resurrection

Dormition itself gives us the assurance that our bodies will have a glorious resurrection.We are created in the
image and likeness of god,hence our earthly bodies will be elevated into a great glory in the Second Coming of
Christ (1 Corinthians 15:49)

3.Heaven is our final destination In the Icon of Dormition,it shows heavens open above and Jesus Christ £
is ready to receive Mother Mary.Hence,heaven the eternal abode is our final destination.There we will be
seated with Christ along with the saints who have departed and gone
ahead of us (Heb 12:1) According to the liturgical calendar of the church the Dormition fast begins on the 4
1st of August and finishes on 15th of August.Mary the Mother of life or bearer of life departed to the source 8
of life.Let us renew our spiritual life in the days of this Holy Lent
Rev Fr Nithin Prasad Koshy
Vicar St Gregorious Indian orthodox Cathedral
London Brockley
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Greetings to you. I would like to urge you that every moment is
the reflection of the unfailing love of God. The gospel of St. John
undoubtedly heralds the fact that each and everything in this universe is
because of God’s abundant mercy and love. The month of September, is
filled with some precious events in the liturgical calendar. I would like to
focus on the Sleeba Perunal or the feast of the Holy Cross, we generally
observe on the 14th day of September.

The historical shade of the event says about the finding and the veneration
of the Holy Cross as per the writings of the Historians. But here I would like
to draw your attention to the following themes related to the Holy Cross.
Firstly, Cross is the symbol of sufferings. As per the tradition, usually we
use to say that there is no crown without cross. In the life of all humanity,
each and every individual and the entire universe is going through the crisis.
The nature of crisis can vary, the cause and consequence may the same.
Sometimes we may think that, why I am suffering and what is the cause of'it.
A strong believer can clearly says the these sufferings are temperory and the
Almighty God is there to save and help me to get rid of all ailments in life.
Secondly, cross is the symbol of renunciation and revival. As a believer,
when we have decided to follow Christ as our Lord and Saviour, we have
to follow His path and teachings. As we are Indians, we should be pride
of our land, why because our land is land of religions. It has given birth
to various traditions and ways of life. All the religions have to teach its
followers that the religion you follow is teaching us for a renunciation and
revival. As Christians, the Holy Cross heralds the message for self denial
and as a result, renunciation and revival.

Thirdly Cross is the symbol of hope. As per the tradition of the church and
the writings of the forefathers, the essence of Christianity is nothing other
than the teachings, the Christ in you the hope of Glory. Our day to day life,
when we face the countless problems and frustrations the Holy Cross is
giving us a clear message that, you should face it with a hope, the hope of
courage and mercy, so that our life will become more meaningful.

Hence dearly beloved, my humble appeal to you, be happy in our life and
whatever be the problems, face it with courage and have a hope that God has
a purpose in us all.

With Prayers

SHAJI ACHEN.
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WORSHIP TIMING
Sunday 6:15am [ Night Prayer , 7.00 am - Morning Prayer
8:00am [ Holy Qurbana
Sunday 6:15pm [ Evening Prayer
Evening 7:00pm  [Holy Qurbana °
Tuesday 7:30 pm | Evening Prayer & Madhyastha Prarthana (St. Mary) (@1, Ml M) conamy’ (S-069)  (@]. eRWe2)M il cRIMBMVEN (S-069)
Thursday | 7:30 pm | Evening Prayer & Madhyastha Prarthana (St. Gregorios) MDIOS DSUS EROMBSID @dR MM (SIC) «PAwILIT mamlenzm
Friday 6:45pm | Bvening Prayer @), aa@d M emIamze, €038 (RLA) RO @m2milanim
7:30pm | Holy Qurbana (%Y. 6=2001623M ofl cEIEMBAMI0 SBEMINIG (B (wdalgl.
Saturday 4:30am [ Night Prayer, 5.15 am - Morning Prayer alCRME3NS @R@220IMm M) LI EMEIGWIe B:3S3ENNEIBSINS
5:45am  [Holy Qurbana B:6UOUNTE lB] 621E}SWI0 H2lQYIM].
Other 5.30am | Night Prayer, Morning Prayer ADIBIAJS]HIAI addIAD
Days 700 pm EVenil’lg Prayer ST. GREGORIOS ORTHODOX CHURCH SHARJAH
\_ 7
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SUNDAY SCHOOL
=’ ANNOUNCEMENTS

SUNDAY SCHOOL ANNUAL COMPETITIONS 2024
STUDENTS QUALIFIED FOR UAE ZONAL COMPETITIONS

- POSITION | EVENT: MALAYALAM SOLO EVENT: ENGLISH SOLO
_—
NS Ex 4 2
v!:;!rn“ SUB-JUNIORS
FIRST EDLYN TREASA DEEPU RYAN RONISH VARGHESE
SECOND | IAANT.JUIN GIONNA SHIBU
JUNIORS
ANNA KARIYADIVIL
FIRST ANNA KARIYADIYIL MATHEW | MATHEW
SECOND | NIDHI ALPHONSA SKARIAH MELIN VALSA
INTERMEDIATES - MALE
FIRST HEDWIN BIJU VARGHESE JEON MATHEW JAISON
EVAN ABHILASH
SECOND | JEON MATHEW JAISON MATHEW
INTERMEDIATES - FEMALE
FIRST HANNA MARIYAM VINU DIVINA SARA OOMMEN
SECOND | SARAH JESSY JOBIN LEYANA ANNA VARGHESE
SENIORS - MALE
FIRST CHRISTY VARGHESE KOSHY ISAAC ABRAHAM JOSEPH
SECOND | ISAAC ABRAHAM JOSEPH HABEL MATHEW
SENIORS - FEMALE
FIRST SARAH MARY BOBY JOANN LIZ THOMAS
SECOND | LENITY SARA VARGHESE ANGELIN PREMJI
EVENT: ENGLISH ELOCUTION GROUP SONG
SUB-JUNIORS SUB-JUNIORS
FIRST ISHMAEL LABI PULIKKOTTIL AMEYA RACHEL LEEN
SECOND | GIONNA SHIBU EDLYN TREASA DEEPU
ISHMAEL LABI
JUNIORS PULIKKOTTIL
FIRST OLIVIA LIZ JACOB REBECCA SUSAN JOBIN
SECOND | ISAIAH LABI PULIKKOTTIL JUNIORS
INTERMEDIATES
ANNA KARIYADIYIL
FIRST ISSAC JOHN MAVELI MATHEW
SECOND | SARAH JESSY JOBIN MARIAM ELSA THOMAS
SENIORS MELIN VALSA
FIRST NEHA ELIZABETH ZACHRIAH OLIVIA LIZ JACOB
SECOND | JACOB CHERIAN PUTHUKERIL
INTERMEDIATES
EVENT: EXTEMPORE SPEECH
INTERMEDIATES & SENIORS ADELINA THOMAS
ALISHA REBECCA
FIRST NELWINA SUZANNE JINU ZACHARIA
SECOND | NEHA ELIZABETH ZACHRIAH HANNA MARIYAM VINU
EVENT: QUIZ SARAH JESSY JOBIN
INTERMEDIATES & SENIORS SENIORS
FIRST JEROME GEORGE JOANN LIZ THOMAS
SECOND | MARION VARUGHESE LENITY SARA VARGHESE
THIRD ALISHA REBECCA ZACHARIA SARAH MARY BOBY
SERAH THANKAM
FOURTH | ISABEL LABI PULIKKOTTIL RENJAN
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AREA PRAYER MEETINGS

Day of the Meeting
04/08/2024 Wednesday 7.30 PM - 9.00 PM

07/09/2024 Saturday 08.00 PM - 9.00 PM

07/09/2024 Saturday 08.00 PM - 9.00 PM

11/09/2024 Wednesday 8.00 PM - 9.00 PM
12/09/2024 Thursday 08.00 PM - 9.00 PM

14/09/2024 Saturday 08.00 PM - 09.00PM

14/09/2024 Saturday 08.00 PM - 09.00PM

HOSTED BY
Well Wishers

Mr. Karakattil VVarghese & Family - V183.

Mr. ROSSAN BABY & Family R290
Well Wishers
Mr.Raju Kunchacko & Family R124

Mr. Abraham Joseph & Family - A038
Mr. Siji Babu & Family - S777

Well Wishers

Mr. Karakattil Thomas & Family - K094, Mr. Renny Mathew & Family - R372.

Mr. SHIBU GEORGE & Family S231, Mr. ANIL MATHEW & Family A167

Maisaloon 16/09/2024 Monday 08.00 PM - 09.00PM Mr. Shibu T.P & Family S-271, Mr. George Thankachan & Family G-059
Ajman Karama, Ajman Mr. Mathew Tl & Family- M108, Mr. Johnson Cheriyan & Family - J 497
Sanaiya 21/09/2024 Saturday 8.00 PM - 9.00 PM Mr. Thomas Mathew & Family - T045, Mr. Arun Joy & Family- A279
Al Khazamia, B.M.W Mr. Mathew John(Biju)& Family M-264
Sharjah University 25/09/2024 Wednesday 8.15 PM - 8.15PM Mr. Shaji George& Family S-253.
. Mr. Mathai VA & Family - M043
Old Airport 28/09/2024 Saturday 8.00 PM - 9.00 PM MIr. Shery Thampan Malikayil & Family - S769
( N
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MS. SNEHA JOHN
D/o Mr. John Mathai (Reg No: J-251)
has secured 1ST RANK for completed the
course Integrated BSc-MSc (Biological
Science) from Bangalore University. Now
She is working as a Project Associate in
Indian Institute of Science.
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JULIA SARAH THOMAS
(B-015)
got 2nd Prize in
GLOBAL Quiz Competition
Organized by MGOCSM-Dubai.
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MGOCSM and Sunday School jointly conducted a Summer Camp on
the 24th of August. The theme was BRO (Believe, Rise, Overcome).
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