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LET US PRACTICE

CHARITY

IN TRUE SENSE
AND SPIRIT

Greetings to you. Let us be
thankful to God, for all the

providence and care. Every moment
is a gift from Him and let us pray
with humility for abundant blessings.
The month of August is very special
for us, specially we commemorate the
assumption of St. Mary (Shoonoyo Perunal)
and as Indians we celeberate the Independence
of our country, we commemorate the freedom
struggle of our great forefathers. We salute them and
accept their great leadership.
When we observe the Shoonoyo Nombu, [ would like to note down three concepts
or titles used for St. Mary, as per the traditions in ancient days. The traditions
of the church heralds three titles for St. Mary. Let us have a brief outlook on
these. The scholars used the terminology as Anthropotokos, Christotokos and
Theotokos.
Anthropotokos - the bearer of human being. The scholars who have the opinion
that God, by birth was only a human being, but later the divinity is added.
Sometime one nature is overpowered by the other.
Christotokos — means the bearer of Christ.
Theotokos — means the bearer of God, where the divinity and humanity are
combined and not created a new character and neither overpowered each other.
This is the faith we carry forward. We commemorate St. Mary as mother of God
and seek intercession for God’s Grace.
In this bulletin, I would like to draw your attention on a general theme as let us
practice charity in its true sense and spirit. In recent times, we have seen many
organizations and individuals voluntarily come forward to perform commendable
relief work and charity. In essence, charity is willingly extending a helping hand
to the needy and deprived.
In common parlance, a charitable disposition is deemed noble. However the
intentions of the doer determine the genuineness and sublimity of the act. The
Holy Scriptures heralds that your actions will be judged by your intentions.
Charity performed for self-aggrandizement, name fame or vested interests gets
relegated to a mere selfish act, generating limited benefits to others.
True charity is inspired by compassion and altruism. It is a deep, driving desire to
serve others and alleviate their misery. Charity can be elevated to a lofty, spiritual
plane only if it leads to a significant reduction in one’s ego and doership. If we are
in the fortunate position of reveling in material abundance and out of profound
gratitude to the supreme, we choose to share our wealth with our underprivileged
fellow beings, acknowledging ourselves to be His chosen vehicle — such acts can
rightly be tagged as sublime.
Hence, my humble submission is that do the charity and help others with a
prayerful and humble mind so that it will give us abundant blessings from the
Almighty. Like the wedding in Cana, St. Mary’s intercession will be a great
fortress for us.

With Prayers
SHAJI ACHEN

Vicar's Message
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AREA PRAYER MEETINGS
AREA DAY OF THE MEETING HOSTED BY
Rolla 08/08/2024 Thursday 8.00 PM - 9.00 PM Mr. Raju Thomas & Family (R-018)
) Mr. Tity Wilson & Family (T-256), Mr. Rajankunju V.Thomas & Family
Abu Shagarah 03/08/2024 Wednesday 8.00 PM - 9.00 PM Mr. Parapallil P. Jose & Family 2'1033)
Ajman Karama ) Mr. Roy George & Family (R- 070), Mr. Biju Issac & Family (B-028) 8
Ajman Sanaiya 17/08/2024 Saturday 8.00 PM - 9.00 PM Mr. Joshi John & Family (J-296), Mr. Joseph John & Family (J-169)
Al Khazamia _D_)
B.M.W 28/08/2024 Wednesday 8.00 PM - 9.00 PM Mr. Pappachan Alexander & Family (P-112)
Sharjah University g
- _ Mr. Renjan Jacob & Family (R-202) ZL
Old Airport 24/08/2024 Saturday 8.00 PM - 9.00 PM Mr. Bijo Thomas & Family (B-254)" (@
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SUNDAY SCHOOL
ANNOUNCEMENTS
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MGOCSM

MGOCSM and Sunday School will jointly conduct a Summer Camp on
the 24th of August. The theme of this year's camp will be - BRO (Believe,
Rise, Overcome).

This will be a fun-filled camp having interactive sessions with renowned
speakers, games and various activities.

Requesting all student members to register and be part of a power-packed
Summer Camp of 2024
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ST. GREGORIOS ORTHODOX CHURCH - P. O. BOX 2229, SHARJAH, U.A.E.
Tel. (06) 5669622 (Office) / 5661765 (Vicar) Website : www.gulfparumala.com, e-mail: gulfparumala@gmail.com




