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Cheerful
Good Bye to you All !

Dearly beloved in Christ,

Prayerful and Loving Greetings to you all.
My tenure as the Vicar of this parish has been completed on 30th June 2024. | have relieved on superannuation
with effect from 1st July 2024 from the Diocese of Delhi after completing Thirty-Eight and a half years of service.
When | look back, | have nothing to boast, rendering praise and thanks to Almighty God for His uncountable
blessings and divine providences showered upon me on the onward journey of progress. | firmly believe and
owed to witness that “God is great and His greatness is unsearchable, what shall | render to Him for His benefits
poured upon me, | will call upon His name and offer my vows to God in the court of our Lord’s temple in the
midst of all people”. Thank God for He has used me as an instrument in His hand for the glory of His name and
to earn a good name and fame for our ancient church through this feeble servant in the National Capital Region
and other parts of the Diocese of Delhi.

God has granted me an opportunity to serve Sharjah Parish for the period from 12th February 2021 to 30th June
2024. 1 am leaving from this place with utmost satisfaction and confidence that | have tried my level best to
discharge my duties and responsibilities reposed in me as the Vicar of the Parish. | have joined here at a crucial
time especially with Covid Pandemic situation and certain administrative crisis arose in this Parish. God has given
me grace and strength to overcome the difficulties from time to time. | thankfully remember and acknowledge
the support and cooperation of the Ecclesiastical Authorities and Local Authorities especially His Highness the
Ruler’s Office and other Depts. | am indebted to the Ecumenical Clergy Fellowship, Y.M.C.A, Indian
Association Sharjah, for their patronage and harmony during my tenure here. | place on record my
gratitude and regards to the previous Asst. Vicar and current Asst. Vicar, Officials of the Church and
Parish, the Members of the Managing Committees and Charity Committees, the Office bearers
and Members of all Spiritual Organizations, the Secretaries and Members of Area Prayer Groups,

and the Church Choir, Members of the ShrushakaSanghom for their cooperation, respect and \{ ,
regards extended to me during my tenure. 2 m \
May the Almighty God guide and guard this Parish to new heights of progress by the constant 'i

intercession of our Patron Saint Mar Gregorios of Parumala to splendor the glory and spread  « \ ‘ )
out the fragrance of the title “Marubhoomiyile Parumala”. g
Thanks and regards to everyone who associated with me in one way or the other and o e

those who are in touch with me during my Priestly Service here in Sharjah, U.A.E.
Seeking everybody’s prayers for a peaceful and healthy future life.

May God Bless.
Cor Episcopos Philip M. Samuel
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Our Apostle
St. Thomas

Dearly Beloved, Psalms 132.1, It gives me immense
pleasure to greet you in the precious name of the Risen
Christ. At the outset, let give thanks to the Almighty
for giving a chance to be together for praising the
Lord’s name not only in words but in minds and lives.
As Orthodox Christians we have the strong faith that we belong to the community
which undoubtedly claim that we are the followers of St. Thomas and have pride
to be called as St. Thomas Christians. In the month of July we reaffirm the faith and
feel pride in taking intercession of St. Thomas throughout.

when we commemorate St. Thomas, the apostle of India, | would like to draw your
attention to two verses in the Holy Bible.

1 St. John 11: 15-16.
b St. John 14 : 1-7.

When we turn the pages of the Holy Bible, it gives us some insights, why because
these letters are written by the inspiration, insights and vision provided by the
Holy Spirit. Lord, Jesus had chosen twelve disciples for mainly two purposes firstly,
to be with Him and secondly, to be the witnesses of the miracles happens by the
Almighty. The disciples did justification to those aims and participated throughout.
We can see many occasions the large crowd followed Jesus and listen to the words
of wisdom. Let me mention the above three occasions very briefly.

In St. John 11:15-16, the chapter begins with the narration of the family, whom
Jesus, loved so much. The family in Bethany, where Lazarus was the brother of
Mary and her sister Martha. Holy Bible says as when Lazarus was sick, the sisters
sent a word to Jesus, “ Lord, the one you love is sick”. After a deep conversation
with the disciples and others, Jesus left for Judea. Before reaching Judea, Jesus got
the message that Lazarus is no more. But Jesus said, ‘Our friend Lazurus has fallen
asleep; but | am going there to wake him up’.

When we focus on verse14, “ So then he told them pliainly, Lazarus is dead, and for
your sake | am glad | was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him”.
Then Thomas (called Didymus said tho rest of the disciples, “Let us also go,that we
may die with him”. Thus we should have a spiritual uplift in us, to be with Jesus
throughout our life.

St. John 14: 1 -7, where Jesus comforts his disciples, by saying, “Do not let your
hearts be troubled. Trust in God, trust also in me. In my Father’s house are many
rooms; if it were not so, | would have told you. | am going there to prepare a place
for you, | will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where |
am. You know the way to the place where | am going”.

Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we
know the way?” Jesus answered, “l am the way and the truth and the life"”.

Thus, by meditating on these portions, let us rededicate ourselves in our spiritual
life.

Yours in His service
SHAJI ACHEN.

Very Revd. Philip M Samuel Corepiscopa Achen, is known to me for the past many years.
By God's will, I had been the successor in many parishes. Achen, served the Diocese for 38
years, and as per the rules of the church, he is retiring. At the outset let me pray to the
Almighty for all the blessings in the rest period of his life. Kochamma, was the Principal
of St. Pauls School, Aya Nagar. Both the children were very good and working with
great enthusiasm for the church. Achen’s good qualities are beyond my explanations
and interpretations. Let me wish Achen and his family, Good Luck, and requesting your
prayers for our families.
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Galol, M@)o (al®I&Hlay) Hoemlal @RANVINMIVMEWIHS MMM GRAIOM @RAIHICRISH)
ailglay). ag)loo 200 01001 ¢ o) alload :0L1BH @3 ArTEM ERAIOM B&EEMONI}0 HHBAIANAIWV] aiQ)
alO6  @RYOOWla)). CWYAIOM DD (all® WBlaHyad EEIAMV}0 CGWU}Ale @AXFIGE @R @RS)A|AOWIO)IN). BRGNEB:ITBGHAN EGIAMV @RYWasl
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206, ¢®020¢Q1a00 BINAUOWlailSlafo@d cwuo)ailmio BO®IAlM)o MEUWIBHIMB HFllel. GPRAIR GPG 62IWOHIS)OTICIBe)0. ‘WEa00Al
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M38Ma0aliB@Q)o,

ZH1ER0 o) @) |88 @3

Hearty Welcome to our new vicar
Rev. Fr. Adv. Dr. Shaji George

Achen hails from Chenneerkara in Pathanamthitta District. He had his Post Graduation in Physics
from Nagpur University and joined Orthodox Theological Seminary, Kottayam. He was ordained
as a priest by HG Job Mar Philoxenos in 1993 for the diocese of Delhi and he joined St. Mary's
Cathedral, Hauz Khas as its Assistant Vicar. From there till Sharjah, he served in most of the
prominent churches of the Diocese incuding St. Thomas Cathedral Dubai.

During this time he completed LLM with second rank and started practicing in the Supreme
Court of India as an Advocate. He completed PHD in human rights and later acknowledging his
contributions, German Ecumenical University honoured him with another honorary Doctorate.

Achen's Kochamma Mrs. Sunitha Shaji was working in St. Pauls School Delhi as it's Vice Principal.
His elder daughter Sneha Mariam Shaji is married to Alen Joe Thomas of Dubai St. Thomas Church
and she is working as a doctor in Believers Hospital Thiruvalla.

His son Aaron Joe Shaji is pursuing his B.Tech from Christ College, Bangalore.

We whole heartedly welcome beloved Achen to our church and wish him a
blessed service here.
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" IO 206 BIVMEB0E00TS HAMOC uesday 7:30 pm | Evening Prayer & Madhyastha Prarthana (St. Mary)

eNomOWPs 25-00 &33cw. (09! GanIs Thursday | 7:30 pm | Evening Prayer & Madhyastha Prarthana (St. Gregorios)
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- 25. 300006l 296 af)alandmlcomilon 608, 7:30 pm [ Holy Qurbana
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Farewell to the Outgoing Vicar
On Sunday 28th July 2024 at 10.30 a.m.

Very Revd. Philip M. Samuel Cor Episcopos Relieving on Superannuation from the Diocese of Delhi
after a praise-worthy service of Thirty Eight and a half years in various Parishes and Institutions. (1986
February — 2024 June).

In recognition to the remarkable and note-worthy service rendered towards the Diocese, Parishes and
Institutions, the Diocesan Metropolitan H.G. Dr.Youhanon Mar Demetrios elevated him to the rank of
Cor Episcopos in consensus with His Holiness the Catholicos, the Supreme Head of the Church on 23rd

November 2019.

The Cor Episcopos took over the charge as Vicar of Sharjah Parish on 12th February 2021 at a crucial
circumstance. During his tenure (Feb. 2021- June 2024) he excelled himself as an able administrator
and an ardent Spiritual Shepherd. He was endeared to everybody by his matured and affectionate
approach and dealings. It is a well-accepted fact that during his tenure the Sharjah Parish got some new
insights, maintained a good name and fame in all realms especially in the Ecumenical field. It is also
worthy to mention that he kept a good rapport with the Govt. Authorities and other Depts.

Our Prayers and Thanks always be with him and his family for their well-being. May God grant him a
long healthy and peaceful life and enable to serve God and His people according to His Will.

All the Best Wishes.
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AREA PRAYER MEETINGS

AREA

Umm Al Quwain

DAY OF THE MEETING
03/07/2024 Wednesday 7.30 PM - 9.00 PM

HOSTED BY
Well Wishers

Mr. Rajankunju V Thomas & Family ( R-257)

Abu Shagarah 06/07/2024 Saturday 8.00 PM - 9.00 PM Mr. Jacob George & Family ( J-309)
Mr. Sanal T Abraham & Family (S-509)"
Sharg 06/07/2024 Saturday 8.00 PM - 9.00 PM Mr. Saji Idiculla (S-529), Mr. Varghese K Mammen (V-055),

Mr. Mathew Abraham (M-208)

Sharjah Cinema

10/07/2024 Wednesday 8.00 PM - 9.00 PM

Well Wishers

Rolla 11/07/2024 Thursday 8.00 PM - 9.00 PM Mr. Soji Abraham Oommen & Family (S-222)
Al Nadha, Al Wahada, i Mr. Shiju Jacob John & Family (S-744)
Dubai 13/07/2024 Saturday 8.00 PM - 9.00 PM Mr. Leen Koshy Samuel & Family (L-013)"

Musalla & Al Yarmook

13/07/2024 Saturday 8.00 PM - 9.00 PM

Mr. Mathew K.M & Family (M-247)

Maisaloon

15/07/2024 Monday 8.00 PM - 9.00 PM

Mr. Binumon & Family (T-B215)
Mr. Sajiv Kuruvilla Zachariah & Family (S-114)"

Ajman Karama, Ajman
Sanaiya

20/07/2024 Saturday 8.00 PM - 9.00 PM

Mr. Baiju Papachan (B-381), Mr. Boby Zachariah (B-234),
Mr. Byju Banu (B-067) , Mr. Aneesh Thomas Kannamthanam

Al Khazamia, B.M.W, Sharjah
University

24/07/2024 Wednesday 8.15 PM - 9.15PM

Well Wishers

Old Airport

27/07/2024 Saturday 8.00 PM - 9.00 PM

Mr. Kochu Koshy Varghese (K-0114), Mr. Shibu Raj & Family (S-542)

DIRECTORY UPDATION

DSAUHWIOS 2024 LI (11)@0@01«»36)5 aflalecwaniosmano ag)Wwlglesn)o
@PAITVOM  “LISOMIGRISS  BSHNMMNGIMOG3 a)8l0  ESAIB:00NE@BB)0
2968l 310) MMaloV] GHIN MSAUBOOS HAUMINHIVY M INIDIOE2D
830a0TMlcd mlanyo eIElEe)aN GaNnIXlWIeNHSEWI GaNdE30 MVasl™mo
QilydBO0UIEEBU MMBEBENRBMINEMA) @RAIW1E)aM).

All members are requested to fillup the directory updating form through
website or the form available in church office along with photos on or before
July 31st since the data collection and editing of the same is at final stage.

JOSE V JOHN - J-106

1999 - M@ WSAUDIoW0

T ~
DEENA PRAKASH - D-040

2012 - M@ MWSQUDHIoNo

L LIJO JOHN - L-083 - 2020 :mgmaﬁ MWSAIB0UN0 g

JACOB K VARUGHESE - J-420

1999 - MO WSAUB®IoWo

SUNU P KURIAKOSE® $-275

2007 - M®@ WSAIBHI0No
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@w@noreoo@e.b
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UMM AL QUWAIN SERVICE
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REGNO NAME AREA MOB
A-434  ATMATHEW SJU  050-3204668
A-435 ALEXJOHN MLN  050-8909639
A-436  AJUTHOMAS THARAKAN BMW  050-5428210
A-437  AKHIL PHILIP MLN  056-5701215
A-438  ABRAHAM P PHILIPOSE SJU  052-3064549
B-452 BYJUPAULC UAQ  055-5500703
B-453  BOBIN RAJAN MSL  052-3076988
B-454  BINUKUNJUKUTTY THOMAS DXB  050-7857015
B-455  BIOY THOMAS MLN  055-8082896
B-456  BIGI THOMAS MSL  052-6563307
J-807  JITTO C REJI OAI  052-2527876
J-808  JINORAJU AKZ  052-2856823
J-809  JOELIVAN KORAH ABS  050-9469550
J-810  JERIN CHERIANALEX MUTHALALY ~ SJU  056-3467858
J-811  JESTIN SAMJOSE SJU  055-8594480
J-812  JOJU SAMUEL JOHNSON AKZ  058-1956895
K-119  KRISTIN SUSAN KOSHY MSL  052-8833237
L-116  LIBIN MATHEW BMW  050-5916938
M-355 MINILALACHAN AKZ  056-3562885
N-083  NESIN SURESH ABRAHAM AND  056-4639930
R-419  RENJEN IDICULLA KALLELIL DXB  050-5288265
S-874  SUITHOMAS SRQ  050-8821756
S-875  SAJEESH MATHEW ABS  050-3075718
S-876  SAJUTHOMAS AWK  056-8359990
S-877  SARIN VARGHESE DXB  050-3494290
S-878  SIBI ZACHARIAH ABRAHAM OAI  056-2627256
V-233  VIBIN P PHILIP SJU  052-4743858

(DTBINODNITO 23068l 2024
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SS Unit Level Annual Competitions : All events are successfully
completed in June. Congratulations to all the Prize winners.

The practice sessions for the selected participants for UAE
Sub-Regional competitions will be arranged during summer vacation.
UAE Sub-Regional Competitions-2024 will be held on Saturday

12th Oct. @SGOC-Sharjah.

Summer Camp will be arranged on Saturday 24th August.

Sunday School Re-opens on Sunday, 1st Sept. after the Summer
Vacation.

- : , -
B)POAIG GRINIG &HIO0MIleNMEO® @RUTIMIOWXIGCE DOEMASETID MEOS

TUBWPSV)o (AITBLNOMATIOMWW)o BROWEEBULY @YBOMRENHUE @A
aflapjodoens 16-06-2024-0) afl. &)BNOMTBEE GUdaHo WAUILRM(ITILOOM
oo @REIOILOIGE (A@MOM MSOMOS).

Vicar's Farewell & New Vicar's Welcome meeting arranged by Sunday
School, before closing for SS Summer Vacation.

<~§:i;‘;“ff' ©AURM IO OTOR  @REINEIEDIT3 9-00@ @YQOC) AIdSLE]
adPIas  (@Mag]l)  e2eIclOG  agaueooglel  enoaselagend
GS0a0lP@s) GAMNEID)88 OO0 MSAUSMEIOTIEN0 ©).af).0D. GIVOEM@I
®eIoleno MSOMealS).

Mr Arown Reji from
MGOCSM Sharjah, has
been appointed as the
Zonal Secretary of the
MGOCSM UAE Zone
for 2024 and Mr Chris
George Samson was
selected as the Social
Media Coordinator.

The regular meeting for the month of June was held on the 29th of
June. This meeting was based on the theme - "Grow in Green". We had
a vety inspirational session by Guest Speaker, Dr Anita Sophia Biju.
We also had a special Farewell meeting to our dearest Vicar

Arown Reji Chris George Samson

Ve
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ST. GREGORIOS ORTHODOX CHURCH - P. O. BOX 2229, SHARJAH, U.A.E.
Tel. (06) 5669622 (Office) / 5661765 (Vicar) Website : www.gulfparumala.com, e-mail: gulfparumala@gmail.com



